BE PROFUNDIS                   1($
unpardonable, and to all time contemptible action of my life was to allow myself to appeal to society for help and protection. To have made such an appeal would have been from the individualist point of view bad enough, but what excuse can there ever be put forward for having made it ? Of course once I had put into motion the forces of society, society turned on me and said, ' Have you been living all this time in defiance of my laws, and do you now appeal to those laws for protection ? You shall have those laws exercised to the full. You shall abide by what you have appealed to. The result is I am in gaol. Certainly no man ever fell so ignobly, and by such ignoble instruments, as I did. I say in Dorian Gray somewhere that ' A man cannot be too careful in the choice of his enemies/ I little thought that it was by a pariah I was to be made a pariah myself.
The Philistine element in life is not the failure to understand art. Charming people, such as fishermen, shepherds, ploughboys, peasants and the like, know nothing about art, and are the very salt of the earth. He is the